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Committee Foreword

On behalf of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Association, welcome to the 9th Brisbane 
Irish Festival incorporating the 31st  
St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

The Brisbane Irish Festival is an opportunity 
for the Irish community to celebrate and 
share our culture and significance in the 
beautiful city of Brisbane. In the past year 
many people have been working hard to 
bring you the 2020 festivities that we know 
will be a truly Irish celebration. 

Sadly in September 2019, we said farewell 
to Mary Woodley, one of our committee 
members. Mary was a kind and active 
woman in the Irish community and she is 
sorely missed. Please take the time to read 
more about Mary’s life and her fascinating 
family history on page 18. 

We extend our congratulations to Seamus 
O’Sullivan, our previous president and 
current committee member. Seamus has 
received the honour of being named the 
Citizen of the Year at the 2020 Lord Mayor’s 
Australia Day Awards. For those who know 
Seamus, this comes as no surprise. Seamus 
has contributed to the Brisbane community 
in so many different ways over the past 30 
years and we are delighted his contributions 
have been recognised. 

Our main celebration will be the annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in the Brisbane CBD on 
Saturday March 14th 2020. The parade has 
been drawing many people for many years 
and I’d like to thank parade participants for 
bringing fun and enthusiasm in painting the 
town green on the day.

The parade route will be the same, starting 
and finishing on Alice Street alongside the 
City Botanical Gardens. Special thanks to 
the Parade Committee, the Irish Australian 
Support Association of Queensland, 
the Queensland Irish Association, the 

Queensland Gaelic Football & Hurling 
Association, and many more who give freely 
of their time and energy. 

All of this year’s festival events have been 
organised by various committees and 
organisations. The parade and festival 
could not go ahead without the dedication 
of all the volunteers who donate their 
time and expertise throughout the year-
long planning process, and on the day 
itself. Our sponsors, Brisbane City Council, 
Queensland State Government, Dept. 
of Foreign Affairs & Trade (Irish Govt.), 
Electricity Services Brisbane, PaddyFest, 
Callan Painting & Decorating, Irish 
Murphy’s, St. Joseph’s College – Gregory 
Terrace, St. Patrick’s College – Shorncliffe 
and all the program advertisers. They all 
play a vital and much appreciated role. 

Ireland is a small country with a big 
diaspora and I wish you all the best during 
this global celebration of being Irish. For 
many people that have made Brisbane and 
Australia their home, this is an important 
time of year to celebrate their Irish identity 
and to recognise Ireland’s impact around 
the globe. I sincerely hope you enjoy 
painting the town green in 2020.

Go raibh mile maith agaibh,

Gavin Roche

President of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Association Inc.
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  MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the 2020 Brisbane Irish Festival and St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade. 

This is the 31st successive year of the parade, which brings great vibrancy and colour – mostly 
green – to our city. 

It is important for all of us to remember our heritage, to value our past and to look forward 
to a fulfilling future with an understanding of who we are and how we belong within our 
environment. The Brisbane Irish Festival achieves this every year for our citizens and residents 
of Irish descent. 

For 161 years, Queensland has developed as a State of great importance to Australia, and  
as an international trade partner, economic powerhouse and tourist destination of choice.  
We are a multicultural success story, we recognise our diversity and we celebrate our 
differences. We have grown thanks to amazing contributions from countless people over  
the decades, and Irish people have been in the vanguard of our development. 

I would like to thank the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Association for organising the event and I 
welcome its new President, Mr Gavin Roche. He has been actively involved in running the 
Brisbane St. Patrick’s Day Parade since 2015. I would also like to thank the outgoing President, 
Mr Seamus Sullivan, who was recognised for his contributions to our community with 
the Citizen of the Year Award in the 2020 Lord Mayor’s Australia Day Awards recognising 
Brisbane’s achievers. 

I hope you enjoy the 2020 Brisbane Irish Festival. 
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Message from 
The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Brisbane 

Councillor Adrian Schrinner 
 
 
 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to this year’s St Patrick’s Day Parade. 
 
The annual St Patrick’s Day Parade has firmly established itself as a key date in Brisbane’s 
cultural calendar and is a much-loved event that supports Irish heritage in our city. Travelling 
around the City Botanic Gardens in a colourful display of floats, marching groups and music, 
the parade showcases both traditional and contemporary elements of Irish culture.  
 
As Lord Mayor, I am extremely proud of our city embracing cultural diversity. This event 
brings the community together and also promotes Council’s vision of Brisbane as a vibrant, 
creative city. 
 
I take this opportunity to welcome everyone in celebrating the vibrancy of the Emerald Isle. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a truly festive St Patrick’s Day Parade. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Adrian Schrinner 
LORD MAYOR 
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Message from the Ambassador of Ireland 
to Australia

A Chairde Gael is a Chairde uilig – tá Lá na Féile Pádraig buailte linn arís is cúis cheiliúrtha is 
mórtas cine inár gcroí is anam! Bainigí taitneamh as an bhFéile is bigí bródúil as an méid atá 
bainte amach ag Gaeil Brisbane is Queensland thar na blianta fada atá caite againn san tír 
álainn seo.

St Patrick’s Day is one of the most enjoyable and celebrated of national days across the globe.  
We are a global family of some 70 million people of Irish heritage with some of our number 
found in virtually every region of the globe. This means there are few places in the world that 
will not join the global spraoi! You, the Irish community of Brisbane and Queensland, bring 
your own inimitable style to your celebration of St Patrick which Carmel and I have had the 
pleasure to experience first-hand. 

Sadly, this year’s celebration in Australia is tempered by the very tragic events caused by 
the bushfires that have ravaged so much of this vast and beautiful land. Ireland and the 
Irish diaspora across the globe have stood in solidarity with Australia and our Australian 
friends through these very challenging times. I salute the Australian spirit that is determined 
to overcome these challenges and ask you all to find a practical way of expressing your 
solidarity with those affected.

2019 was another successful year in Ireland’s economic development with growth in 
employment and increase in Gross Domestic Product resulting in a brighter future for our 
people. While it would be naive to underestimate the challenges that face us in 2020, not the 
least of which is Brexit, I believe that Team Ireland and friends of Ireland whether you are 
involved in business, cultural promotion, academia or in your own private capacity can make 
a real contribution to Ireland’s economic, social and cultural welfare in the year ahead.

Beannachtaí na Féile Pádraig
Happy St Patrick’s Day

HE Breandán Ó Caollaí
Ambassador of Ireland to Australia
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THE IRISH AUSTRALIAN 
SUPPORT ASSOCIATION 
OF QUEENSLAND 

Founded in Brisbane over ten years ago, 
our aim is to support the Irish community in 
Queensland where possible, in times of need 
or distress.

Support includes accessing services, delivering 
information to the newly arrived, Irish passport 
advice or simply assisting people who have 
found themselves in a tricky situation.

We endeavour to do all that we can to assist 
and we pride ourselves on treating every case 
with the utmost respect and privacy. 

If you or someone you know requires help 
please do not hesitate to contact us. 

OVER

720
INDIVIDUALS 
ASSISTED LAST 
YEAR*

65%
OF OUR WORK IS 
DONE BEHIND THE 
SCENES, AFFORDING 
YOU THE PEACE OF 
MIND OF YOUR 
PRIVACY SHOULD 
AN ISSUE ARISE.

HOW TO 
CONTACT US

0432 087 328

info@iasaq.com.au

5 Abingdon St, 
Woolloongabba, 

QLD 4102

820
MORE THAN
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The Irish In Queenlsand
It’s quite extraordinary really if you think about it, that here 
on the far side of the world from the homeland that gave 
birth to them, the age old traditions we are celebrating 
during the Irish Festival week in Brisbane, have taken root 
and continue to flourish year on year. I still remember when 
St. Patrick’s Day was both a holiday of sorts and a day of 
reprieve from Lent, which as a child in Ireland at the time, 
meant a chance to have a few sweets to keep you going until 
Easter Sunday marked the end of chocolate privation. 

The saints day itself was important, but had none of the 
impressive scope and reach of the modern St Patrick’s’ 
Festival worldwide, which has become a showcase for the 
pride and industry of the generations of Irish who made their 
homes in the far flung places of the world; toiled endlessly 
for their own betterment, assimilated and became part of the 
very landscape and lifeblood of the places once foreign to 
their forebears. 

The Irish Australian story in Queensland is no different to that 
of so many others in all the places the Irish diaspora now 
calls home, but it has a uniqueness that is special because it 
is ours. In the last decade or so, there have been many ebbs 
and flows in migration to and from Queensland by people 
from Ireland hoping to gain economic liberty from recession 
amongst other things, and first, second and even third 
generation Irish Australians wishing to return to Ireland both 
to live and also to use it as a gateway to a wider European 
Union beyond. 

It is very easy to think what happens today is the pinnacle of 
anything that has gone before, but the fact is the pinnacle of 
Irish Migration to Queensland was in the 1860’s. In the 160 
or so years since then, the contribution of Irish Australians 
to development of modern Queensland as we know it, has 
been simply astounding and it continues to grow and evolve 
year on year.  The proud heritage of countless families 
reared and their aspirations and dreams being achieved and 
passed on to the next generation. Countless small and large 
businesses established and grown, and with each one, jobs 
and dignity provided, security of a sort achieved and pride 
in the contribution made by taxes paid to a better society for 
everyone, not just the Irish Australians. 

Many thousands of Doctors, lawyers, politicians, jurists, 
artists and the odd rogue or two, have glittered in the 
professional life of Queensland and all descended from 
the tattered, decimated ranks fleeing despair, tyranny 
and famine, who had nothing to bring with them except 
determination and tradition. Today those traditions do not 
just remain strong in Queensland, they flourish in much the 

same way the story of Ireland itself has flourished over those 
same 160 years. 

Unfortunately though, many of the issues of the old world 
were transferred to the new, and it is only recently in the last 
20 years or so, that the scourge of sectarianism for example, 
has withered away to almost the point of irrelevance. 
Nowadays everything that has gone before, both good and 
bad, laudable and lamentable, has somehow evolved into a 
greater whole, a pride of place and belonging that has taken 
on a life of its own and a rightful position of pride in the life 
of modern Queensland and Australia. 

The festival around St. Patrick’s Day and the attendant 
parade, is the most publicised and well known traditional 
Irish Australian moment of the year; but there is so much 
more going on during the rest of the year now too, and 
thankfully it seems to be growing year on year. There are 
groups of people coming together week in and week out, all 
through the year to continue the old traditions and establish 
new ones at the same time. Musicians meet all over the city 
and region to perform and enjoy traditional Irish music as 
has been the case for generations. But now they are also 
composing and performing uniquely local music for our local 
stories, from the common root of tradition. People come 
together to learn the Irish Language, dance and literature, not 
just to maintain a sense of origin but to enhance their sense 
of place in modern society. 

The connection of the Irish story in Queensland to that 
of the Indigenous First Australians, is at long last being 
acknowledged and discussed; an epic in and of itself that 
will only expand as time goes on and rightly so. Ancient 
festivals like Sámhain and St Bridget’s day are being 
rediscovered and celebrated anew. Gaelic Games continue 
to be played and now young people of all backgrounds 
and genders can learn how to play football and hurling 
and develop their own family traditions in the sport. New 
groups of people are coming together all the time, to look 
at new ways of doing things with open and inclusive minds 
that can both honour the old ways and adapt them for the 
future, so they can be passed on to the generations to come 
with pride, as is rightly so.

Patrick Farrelly
Irish Australian Support Association

702
INDIVIDUALS 
ASSISTED LAST 
YEAR*

THE IRISH AUSTRALIAN 
SUPPORT ASSOCATION 
OF QUEENSLAND 

0432 087 328

info@iasaq.com.au

5 Abingdon Street, 
Woolloongabba, 

QLD 4102

HOW TO 
CONTACT US

OVER

65%
OF OUR WORK IS 
DONE BEHIND THE 
SCENES, AFFORDING 
YOU THE PEACE OF 
MIND OF PRIVACY 
AND SECURITY 
SHOULD AN ISSUE 
ARISE

Founded in Brisbane over ten years ago, 
our aim is to support the Irish community 
in Queensland where possible, in times of 
need or distress.  

They may require help in accessing 
services, need information for newly 
arrived, require a new Irish passport, or 
need support if they find themselves in a 
tricky situation. 

We endeavour to do all that we can to 
assist and treat every case with the
utmost respect and privacy.

*visit iasaq.com.au for more information 
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In the Parade

Men in Tweed
These fine fellows have been belting out 
old Irish folk songs in the parade for many 
years! Give them a wave and sing along as 
they pass. Do hide your Guinness as they 
pass!!! They’re a thirsty bunch.
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The Drought Run
The Drought Run was unexpectedly created one afternoon over a 
beer as the drought in Stanthorpe came up in a conversation. We set 
a time frame of 4 weeks and immediately had the backing of Sadlier 
transport that started the ball rolling. By the end of week 2 it just 
blew up. 

Louise is very passionate about animals and she wanted to purchase 
stock feed with some of the money raised, immediately other 
companies jumped on board buying feed by the tonne. By end of 
week 4 we had raised $70,000 in our Go fund me.

On December 21st 2019, 92 vehicles took of from pinekba to make 
the 3 hour convoy west. With us we had over 350,000 litres of stock 
water, 184,000 litres of drinking water and 41 tonne of animal feed. 
The Drinking water and stock feed alone was worth over $100,000. 

We distributed feed to the farmers from the show Grounds. The 
pallets of water went straight to the GBDA distribution centre and 
the water carts where sent out to various farms. The overall energy 
we felt that day was fantastic. Afterwards we filled out O’Maras pub 
in the town centre where we drunk the bar dry.

Louise O Donoghue
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Down
1. Bubble and Squeak ingredient.
2. The preferred stout of The Peoples Republic of Cork'.
3. Province with the fewest counties.
6. Barak Obama traces family routes to which county?

Across
4. Ireland's biggest lake.
5. Wicklow and Meath border Dublin. Name the 3rd bordering County.
7. Ireland's national symbol.
8. What city was the Titanic built in?
9. Irish term for fun.
10. What county has won the most football All-Irelands?

Complete the crossword puzzle below

Name:                                          

1 2

3

4

5

6 7

8

9

10

Created using the Crossword Maker on TheTeachersCorner.net

The German Club
Sunday 15th March 2020

2pm to 4pm

Entry is $20 and includes afternoon tea

Crossword

Across
4.  Ireland’s biggest lake.
5.   Wicklow and Meath border Dublin. Name the 3rd bordering 

County.
7.   Ireland’s national symbol.
8.  What city was the Titanic built in?
9.  Irish term for fun.
10.   What county has won the most football  

All-Irelands?
 
Down
1.  Bubble and Squeak ingredient.
2.  The preferred stout of ‘The Peoples Republic of Cork’.
3.  Province with the fewest counties.
6.   Barak Obama traces family routes  

to which county?

 
 

PROUD SPONSOR
BRISBANE IRISH FESTIVAL
A CATHOLIC SCHOOL IN THE EDMUND RICE 
TRADITION FOR BOYS FROM YEAR 5 TO YEAR 12 
www.stpatricks.qld.edu.au

ANSWERS

Across: 4. Lough Neagh. 5. Kildare 
7. Harp. 8. Belfast 9. Craic. 10. Kerry
Down: 1. Cabbage 2. Murphys  
3. Connacht 6. Offaly



2020 EVENTS

FAMILY FESTIVAL DAY
Gaelic Park, 318 Bowhill Rd Willawong.
www.gaelicfootballqld.com.au 
Novelty races / live Irish music / QIA Pipe Band 
Irish dancing / Gaelic sports exhibitions 
licensed bar & BBQ / Kitchen open all day

Sunday
8 March
10:30am to 

6:30pm

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE
Starts and ends at the Brisbane  
City Botanic Gardens, Alice St. 
Live music from The Munster Bucks and tasty  
treats from over 30 stalls offering world food, drinks 
and crafts from 8:00am to 2:00pm. There is craic to 
be had before and after the parade!

Saturday
14 March
10:30am to 

11:30am

10

BRISBANE IRISH FESTIVAL 
CHARITY BALL
Victoria Park Golf Complex
Join us for the Brisbane Irish Festival Charity Ball 2020 
in aid of IASAQ. The night will consist of a two course 
meal and a three hour drinks package with traditional 
Irish music by Sásta. Hosted by the Irish Australian 
Support Association of QLD.  
Bookings: info@iasaq.com.au 0432 087 328

Saturday
7 March
6:00pm to 
11:30pm



2020 EVENTS

QUEENSLAND IRISH CHOIR
Brisbane German Club, Vulture St.
The Queensland Irish Choir will return to the Brisbane 
German Club for a two hour performance. 
Entry is $20 and includes afternoon tea.

Sunday
15 March
2:00pm to 

4:00pm

QUEENSLAND IRISH 
ASSOCIATION ST. PATRICK’S 
EVE DINNER (SINCE 1898)
Pullman Hotel, Ann St & Roma St.
Enjoy a 3-course meal, Guinness, beer, wine, soft 
drink, entertainment, guest speakers and Irish 
camaraderie.
Bookings: stpatricksevedinner@hotmail.com

Monday
16 March
6:30pm to 
12:00am

ST. PATRICK’S DAY MASS
Cathedral of St Stephen, Elizabeth St.
This year the St. Patrick’s Day Mass will be held on 
St. Patrick’s Day at the Cathedral of St Stephen on 
Elizabeth St, Brisbane city. 

Tuesday
17 March
10:00am to 

11:00am

PADDYFEST 
Eagle Farm Racecourse, Ascot.
Paddyfest are getting ready to paint the town green on 
Saturday 14 March 2020, so come raise a Guinness to 
Brisbane’s favourite St Patrick’s Day festival!
Proudly Sponsoring the Brisbane Irish Festival for a 
second year, Paddyfest is looking forward to once again 
participating in the annual St Patrick’s Day Parade!
Bookings: www.paddyfest.com.au or pay on the day.

SATURDAY
14 March
12:00pm to 

10:00pm

11
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BRING A PICNIC BLANKET AND GRAB 
YOURSELF A SPOT IN THE GARDEN!

MUNSTER 
BUCKS MUSIC 

ON THE 
ROTUNDA 

FROM  
11AM – 2PM

Picnic in the Park

Some of the market stalls at the City Botanic Gardens*

The Loose Leaf -Elixirs Shots 
And Health Tonics
Greens On Grain
Homemade Ginger Beer
London Spuds
Psychic Rosie
Yummi Fruit Icecreamery

Tender Calamari
Fresh Gozleme
Sugar Rush Candy Land 
Wild Rissole Burgers
Argento Clothing Jewellery
Happy Soul Bowl
Luba Designs

Gelato-A Go Go
Geds Lemonade
Andys Kangaroo And Currywurst
Phillos Fish And Chips
Flying The Flag
Boys Caboose Coffee
Essential Depot- Jewellery

The Effing Soap Company
Mexican Fresh
Pip And Mi Candles And Gifts
Omg Divine Donuts 
Tatts Super Food – Juices Frappes
Hierba Santa – Herbal Teas
*Correct at time of printing

SATURDAY 14 MARCH 10:30am – 11:30am

COFFEE, BREAKFAST, DESERTS, FOOD FOOD, DRINKS PSYCHIC

COMMUNITY  STALLSICE CREAM, DESERTSDRINKSGIFTS, FASHION, CRAFT

St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Offering food, drinks and crafts from 8:00am to 2:00pm so the 
craic is to be had before and after the parade!

P R O U D L Y  S U P P O R T E D  B Y
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Happy
St Patricks Day

from             
Australian Irish Dancing Association

Queensland

25 schools in over 
40 different locations 

across the state! 

Contact: queenslandstatesecretary@hotmail.com
www.facebook.com/AIDAQueensland/

• Burdekin Celtic Dancers • Carolan Academy • CM Dance  
• Ceilidh Dance Studio • City of  Cairns Irish Dancers • Crocker School  

• Dean Studio • Eire Dance Australia • International Dance Affair
• Jackson School • Lynagh Irish Dancing • McCafferty School

• McNeill Academy • MFK Academy • Oxenham Studio
• Phoenix Dance • QIA Dancers • Scoil Ard Rince

• Shaw Academy •Summers School • TAPA
• Walker/Kick Irish Dance • Watkins Academy

• Williams School •Young-Goss Academy



ANSWERS

An Irish Quiz
Q1  According to legend, what did St. Patrick banish from Ireland?

Q2  Where was the first St. Patrick’s Day parade?

Q3  Why is St. Patrick’s Day celebrated on 17th March?

Q4  Name the Irish actress who starred alongside John Wayne in 
‘The Quiet Man’.

Q5  What year were The Dubliners formed?

Q6 Name the biggest selling album of all time in Ireland

Q7  Which Irish directer directed ‘Interview with the Vampire’

Q8  Name Ireland’s smallest county. 

Q9  Ireland’s biggest non national group is from which country?

Q10 How many kilometers is Brisbane from Dublin.

A1: Snakes A2: Boston A3: It’s the date of St. Patrick’s death A4: Maureen O’Hara A5: 1962  
A:6 David Gray – White Ladder Q7: Neil Jordan Q8: Louth Q9: Poland Q10: 16,662 km

In the Parade

St Patrick’s College Shorncliffe – 
Marching Band
The boys from Shorncliffe made their first 
appearance in 2019 and they were hard to 
miss. You’ll hear them before you see them 
with their drums echoing the streets!
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Kids  
Corner

Spot the 10 differences

Solutions
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INDOOROOPILLY

Jump to our website to book your place www.atc.qld.edu.au
or call the Enrolments office 38780505

COME AND TAKE  
A CLOSER LOOK  

FORMING MEN 
of COURAGE 

WEDNESDAY  
1 APRIL  
9.30AM

Join us for our  
Tour Morning

In the Parade

Paddy and Mary
Paddy and Mary mysteriously appeared 
last year looking for directions to Irish 
Murphy’s. They’re great ‘craic’ and always 
up for a photo so be sure to go and say hi 
and get a snap with them!
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MARY WOODLEY - A TRUE IRISH LADY

Vale - Mary 
Martha 
Woodley, 
D.Ua.

Member of St 
Patrick’s Day Parade 
Committee

Mary and Ken Woodley arrived in 
Brisbane in 1982 from Dublin. Soon after 
this time they became members of the 
Queensland Irish Association and within 
a few years Mary become a founding 
member of many groups formed under 
the banner of the QIA.   

First was the Tigh Gaelach Gourmet Club 
in 1987, where Mary joined with her sisters 
Eileen and Annette.  Mary spent many years 
as Treasurer and her service was greatly 
appreciated by all the Presidents of The Tigh 
Gaelach Gourmet Club, myself included.  
Current President Michelle Fitzpatrick spoke at 
the wake and said that at the September 2019 
Dinner, we made a toast to Mary at Gilhooley’s 
and sang one of Mary’s favourite songs “I will 
take you home again Kathleen”.  The photo of 
Mary on the Memorial Booklets showed her 
wearing the “Tigh Gaelach Dining Club” Badge.

The QIA Social Bridge Club was formed and 
Mary was once again a founding member 
in 1995 and a Committee person for many 
years.  During this time Mary made many 
Bridge friends and I quote Elaine Sparksman 
“Mary was Treasurer for many years and 
the Bridge Club was the most successful of 
all Irish activities and still continues though 
the name has changed. Mary and Mary 
Hind were Bridge partners.  Known as the 
2 Marys. Wherever Mary was playing you 
always heard a little cackle”.

Then followed some years on the 
Queensland Rose of Tralee Committee as 

Treasurer. Mary and her very good friend 
Noela McCormick, the Festival Convenor, 
and other Committee members worked 
tirelessly over many years to promote the 
Festival. Mary and Ken attended the Festival 
in Tralee, County Kerry four times. In 2003 
the entire Woodley family attended.

Mary also helped to sell raffle tickets for The 
Tara Singers concerts which were held at the 
Irish Club.

Thirty one years ago the First St Brigid’s dinner 
was planned. Mary was there each year and 
became a Committee Member in 2016 when 
we held the first dinner at The Theodore Club 
after leaving the Irish Club. Mary contributed 
to the success it is today. The 2019 Dinner 
was another successful dinner and the Guest 
Speaker was Eamonn Robinson, from the 
Embassy of Ireland, Canberra. Eamonn’s wife, 
Sara Robinson also came to the dinner and 
Mary was delighted to find that Sara also 
came from the same area in Dublin.  Sara and 
Mary had a great chat that night about all the 
familiar haunts and people of Drumcondra 
where they both lived.

Mary was a very respected, loyal and 
dedicated Committee Member of the Celtic 
Council of Australia Qld. Inc. One of the 
most exciting moments for Mavis Williams 
CyC, President, when she had the honour of 
presenting Mary with her award of the D.Ua 
(Duine Uasal or Honoured Person) for her 
never ending community work over many 
years over many organisations and said 
Mary was very dedicated to the Queensland 
Irish Association.

Garry Burke spoke at the wake about 
Mary, who was a St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Committee Member since 2015.  Mary 
contributed to the success of the Annual St 
Patrick’s Day Parade in the City of Brisbane 
which was held each year to honour and 
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celebrates St. Patrick of Ireland.  Mary will 
be missed at the meetings.  The Parade 
Secretary, Eric McMahon, was in Ireland 
when he heard of Mary’s illness and 
arranged for a Mass Bouquet to be sent 
from Ireland to Mary on behalf of her 
committee friends.

At the wake in the Stamford Hotel, the QIA 
choir gave a rendering of ten of Mary’s 
favourite songs beginning with ‘The Rose 
of Tralee’ and ending with ‘I am Australian’, 
emphasising Mary’s commitment to 
Australia as her home. 

Mary’s family would like to share some of 
her Grandparent’s history. 

Martha Kelly and Michael Murphy met 
in the spring of 1916. They were both 20 
years of age. He was a member of the Irish 
Volunteers and she the Irish Citizen’s Army 
where she served under Commandant 
James Connolly. The event that caused them 
to meet was the Easter Uprising where 
they both fought for Irish Independence. 
Throughout the Irish War of Independence 
Martha and Captain Michael Murphy as 
he was by then, continued their active 
participation in Republican forces.   

During this time Martha was taken to 
Kilmainham Goal and held for several 

weeks. She and her comrades could hear 
the operation of the firing squad. Fourteen 
of Ireland’s patriots and main leaders were 
executed during her time there. Michael was 
imprisoned in many sites including Frongoch 
in Wales.   
 
During 1917 and 1918 Martha ran a shop 
near Mountjoy Goal in Dublin. While 
there she arranged to have letters sent by 
Republican prisoners in the Gaol to her and 
handed them over to ‘The Big Fellah’ Michael 
Collins. 
 
It is no exaggeration to say that Mary’s 
grandparents were among the people who 
changed the course of Irish history.

Martha and Michael Murphy were awarded 
the 1916 and War of Independence Medals 
for active service and both were granted a 
military pension by the Irish Government for 
serving their country.  Martha and Michael’s 
historic contribution is remembered by their 
descendants with honour and pride.

Mary is survived by her husband – Ken, four 
children – Mark, Lynn, Kenny and Alan, three 
grandchildren – Henry, Louisa and Ella and 
daughters in law – Gina, Karen and Alex.

Margaret Stacey, D.Ua
St Patrick’s Parade Committee



Tigh Gaelach Tigh Gaelach 
Dining Club Dining Club 
We celebrate a long history of enjoying 
good food, wine, wonderful company 
and great craic. Our inaugural dinner 
was held in June 1987 and was organised 
by very active female members of the 
Queensland Irish Club. 
Our Dinners are usually held at 6:30 pm on the last Wednesday of 
the month between February and November at Gilhooleys Irish 
Pub and Restaurant, 124 Albert Street, Brisbane. We also enjoy 
an occasional lunch at other venues. Our ladies enjoy pre-dinner 
champagne, an interesting and varied two course meal with wine, 
beer or soft drink throughout. Dinners cost $45.

NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS ARE MOST WELCOME

Bookings and enquiries can be made by contacting:
Michelle FitzPatrick, President on 0403384223 or 
mitchfitzpatrick@hotmail.com or Patsy Gerrard, Secretary  
on 33967320 or ptgerrard1@optusnet.com.au

Any bookings need to be made by Wednesday the week 
prior to our dinner.

We have a great committee who help support our members 
and they all work hard to make our evenings fun.

Irish Life Down 
Under Podcast

Started in February 2020, Irish Life and 
fitness coach Paul Kilroy’s podcast explores 
life down under where he discusses his 
own journey, and exposes the real life of 
Irish expats living here in Australia. Paul 
interviews Irish people and discusses their 
journey, life lessons and the challenges they 
have overcome. Listen on Spotify or visit 
theirishlifedownunder.libsyn.com
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Queensland Gaelic Football  
and Hurling Association

INVITES YOU  
TO OUR ANNUAL

• Novelty Races Live Irish music 
• QIA pipe band Irish dancing
• Gaelic sports exhibitions
• Licensed bar & BBQ/Kitchen open all day

Sunday 8th March 10:30am 
Gaelic Park 308 Bowhill Road, Willawong

www.gaelicfootballqld.com.au

Family 
Festival 
day

Free Kids Rides!
Free Admission for Kids!
$10 entry for adults. No eskys or dogs.
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GUINNESS AND QUEENSLAND
By Rod Smith
St Patrick’s Day is a good  
time to recall the 
connections between 
Guinness and Queensland.  
No part of the globe was 
too far for the Guinness 
family or their famous Irish 
stout.  Descendants of 
Arthur Guinness, founder 
of the iconic brewery, and his wife Olivia, have spread to all parts of 
the world – including the Queensland outback.  One of their great-
grandsons, Frank Guinness, attended Geelong Grammar School in 
Victoria in the 1870s and then trained as a surveyor in the Victoria 
railways department. His work eventually took him all over Australia 
and then he worked in Malaya before arriving in Queensland.  If he 
couldn’t find surveying work he joined bush gangs.  According to 
relatives he disappeared for years at a time, returning to family in 
Melbourne when he needed money or new clothes.  They lost track 
of him completely during the First World War, then in the 1920s 
received a letter from a woman in New Zealand claiming to be his 
wife, but there was no follow-up communication.  He doesn’t appear 
in marriage records in Australia or New Zealand. According to his 
death certificate Frank died of heart disease in August 1929, aged 70, a 
resident of Plimsoll Street, Greenslopes, Brisbane.  Raised in a vicarage 
in South Yarra his life was probably rather different from anything 
his parents imagined. His brothers were a lawyer, banker, soldier 
and doctor and his sister married one of her cousins in the Guinness 
banking business in Dublin. 

The iconic Guinness stout has been drunk in Queensland for a long time, 
and Dubliner George Harrison Wilson was the first importer, in 1853. 
Born in England and raised in Ireland, Wilson’s taste for adventure first 
took him to Newfoundland, Canada, where he set up as a merchant, and 
married Mary Hoyles, daughter of a local businessman and politician. 
Five of their 12 children were born there.  The Wilsons arrived in Ipswich 
in September 1853 and he again set up as a merchant. Perhaps cherishing 
memories of Dublin’s famous stout Wilson was quick off the mark, two 
months later advertising his first shipment of Guinness. Balancing the 
benefits of the famous brew and religious philanthropy Wilson was a 
model of the early Guinnesses.  He was known in Ipswich as a tower 
of strength to the clergy and their work in the town.   More than just 
Guinness stout was available to the good citizens of Queensland.  James 
Swan, a Brisbane bookseller, encouraged his customers in 1858 to try the 
writings of Rev Henry Grattan Guinness, a renowned preacher of those 
times and head of the missionary branch of the Guinness family. One of 
Henry’s titles was available for the princely sum of fourpence!

In more modern times Queensland has been the 
home of Guinness brewing when Carlton United 
held the licence to produce the famous drop, 
commencing at the Fortitude Valley brewery in 
1989. Four years later operations were transferred 
to the modern plant at Yatala where they brewed 
until 2012 when the licence transferred to Lion 
Nathan who now produce Guinness in Adelaide.   

Visit www.guinnessdownunderanz.co.nz to order 
your copy of the book Guinness Down Under

Frank Guinness camp in outback 
Queensland about 1910
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77  DDAAYYSS

STEEL SALES
“ Proud Supporters of GAA “

BBeenn  FFooxx  00441188110077 778888    bbeennffooxx@@xxssttrraaddeerrss..ccoomm..aauu

RRHHSS,,  SSHHSS,,  CCHHSS
RRoooonngg  &&  RReeiinnffoorrcciinngg
PPrroollee  CCuutt  PPllaattee,,  AAnnyy  SShhaappee//SSiizzee
FFeenncciinngg  RRuurraall,,  DDoommeessttiicc  &&  IInndduussttrriiaall

BBeeaammss  PPFFCC,,  UUBB,,  UUCC
DDrriilllliinngg  &&  CCuuttttiinngg  &&  PPaaiinnttiinngg
PPiippee  &&  FFiittttiinnggss
LLiigghhtt  SStteeeell  FFaabbrriiccaattiioonnss 7DDaayyss  aa  WWeeeekk

QLD Masters Gaelic 
Football Over 35+
We are always looking for new players 
for social games on weekends
 
Location: Bowhill Rd, Willawong Football Grounds
 

It’s a great kick about for new and  
old players of all skill levels
Come have a kick about with us
Find us on Facebook | QLDMastersGAA@outlook.com
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In 2018 we were excited to announce “The Jan Dooley St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade Best Float Award” for the most 

outstanding float on show. In 2019 the ‘Queensland Irish Dance 
Association’ won and in 2018 ‘The QIA Pipe Band’ won. We look 

forward to see who will be the most outstanding in 2020. 

The Jan Dooley 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade  

Best Float Award

Our 2020 Parade Patrons
 
Tom Dooley
Over the past decades, 
Dr. Thomas (Tom) 
Dooley has been a strong 
advocate and force 
within Queensland’s Irish 
community. A sports 
medicine specialist and 
GP, Tom was highly regarded amongst the 
sporting elite and became Brisbane’s sports 
medico of choice. It was as a doctor based 
in the Valley, he stumbled across a hotel site 
that he and his wife, Jan, would buy, refurbish 
and establish as Dooley’s Hotel.

Jan had the idea to start the Parade, and Tom 
supported and put his shoulder to the wheel 
to keep the Parade going for over 20 years. 
When the Dooley’s decided to sell their Hotels 
to retire, Jan and Tom gifted the Parade to the 
Queensland Irish Association, and although 
Jan gave up the mantel as the chief organiser, 
she was proud to become the Parade Patron.

Sadly Jan passed in 2018. The St Patrick’s 
Day Parade Committee is honoured that 
Tom agreed to become Patron, so we can 
continue to recognise their work in re-
establishing the Parade.  

 
Jim Morrissey 
James Patrick (Jim) 
Morrissey was born in 
Co Kilkenny in 1934, 
the eldest of three 
brothers. Jim and wife 
Kit (Catherine) and infant 
son Mark migrated to 
Australia, arriving on Armistice day in 1955.

His working life involved teaching, 
fundraising, and work as a cab driver. Jim is 
an active supporter of the Irish community. 
It was his association with Jan and Tom 
Dooley and Pat Fitzpatrick and others that 
brought about the rebirth of the Brisbane St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in 1989.

Jim was a Committee Member that hosted 
the first Australian Gaelic Games at 
Coorparoo in 1977 that still runs to this day. 
Jim has also been MC and interviewer at 
the 32 County Quiz funding raising nights, 
conducted for the Rose of Tralee, and host 
of Christmas in July functions. He truly is a 
man for all seasons.
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Special Thanks
Go raibh maith agaibh – Thank You

The St. Patrick’s Day Parade Association and Committee would like to thank those involved 
for all the support and help provided. Special thanks to our generous sponsors, advertisers 
volunteers and participants of the 2020 St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Brisbane Irish Festival.

The St. Patrick’s Day Parade Association would like to thank our generous sponsors listed below. 
Your support is not something we take lightly and is very much appreciated.

Gavin Roche President
Elaine Brady Vice President
Tony Donegan Treasurer
Eric McMahon Secretary

Fiona O’Sullivan Coordinator

Garry Burke
Adrian Culhane
Dermott Fearon
Margaret Stacey
Seamus Sullivan

2020 St. Patrick’s Day Committee Members

Bronze Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

AnnualBrisbaneIrishFestival
brisbaneirishfestival

events@brisbaneirishfestival.com
www.brisbaneirishfestival.com



ANNERLEY - ASCOT SM - ASHGROVE - BANKSIA BEACH - BEERWAH - BRACKEN RIDGE - BROWNS PLAINS  
CABARITA BEACH - CALOUNDRA - CAPALABA - CENTRAL LAKES(CABOOLTURE NTH) - COOMERA WEST  
ELANORA (THE PINES) - EVERTON PARK - GARDEN CITY - INGHAM - KALLANGUR FAIR - KIN KORA - KIRWAN 
LOGAN VILLAGE - MAROOCHYDORE BIG TOP - MEADOWBROOK - NEW HOPE ISLAND NORTHWEST PLAZA  
PARKHURST SUPERMARKET - PROSERPINE - REDBANK RICHLANDS - ROBINA NORTH MALL - SPRING HILL  
SUGARLANDS - URANGAN WALKERSTON - WARNER -WESTPOINT BROWNS PLAINS

Wishes You A Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.CLONAKILTY.COM.AU

@clonakiltyaustralia clonakiltyfoodaustralia

BEST IN CLASS 
WINNER 2018
SMALLGOODS

@ The Brisbane
 Irish Festival

07 3882 2550            www.esbqld.com.au

Saint Patrick’s
Day

Chris and the team at

wish everyone a fun �lled


